S3630

thereof, shall be limited to whether the Sec-
retary has complied with the terms of this
subtitle and shall be based upon the adminis-
trative record of that decision. The Sec-
retary’s identification of a preferred course
of action to enable leasing to proceed and
the Secretary’s analysis of environmental ef-
fects under this subtitle shall be presumed to
be correct unless shown otherwise by clear
and convincing evidence to the contrary.

(b) LIMITATION ON OTHER REVIEW.—Actions
of the Secretary with respect to which re-
view could have been obtained under this
section shall not be subject to judicial re-
view in any civil or criminal proceeding for
enforcement.

SEC. 8709. FEDERAL AND STATE DISTRIBUTION
OF REVENUES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, of the amount of ad-
justed bonus, rental, and royalty revenues
from oil and gas leasing and operations au-
thorized under this subtitle—

(1) 50 percent shall be paid to the State of
Alaska; and

(2) except as provided in section 712(d), the
balance shall be deposited into the Treasury
as miscellaneous receipts.

(b) PAYMENTS TO ALASKA.—Payments to
the State of Alaska under this section shall
be made semiannually.

(c) USE OF BONUS PAYMENTS FOR LOW-IN-
COME HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE.—Amounts
that are received by the United States as bo-
nuses for leases under this subtitle and de-
posited into the Treasury under subsection
(a)(2) may be appropriated to the Secretary
of the Health and Human Services, in addi-
tion to amounts otherwise available, to pro-
vide assistance under the Low-Income Home
Energy Assistance Act of 1981 (42 U.S.C. 8621
et seq.).

SEC. 8710. RIGHTS-OF-WAY ACROSS THE COASTAL
PLAIN.

(a) EXEMPTION.—Title XI of the Alaska Na-
tional Interest Lands Conservation Act of
1980 (16 U.S.C. 3161 et seq.) shall not apply to
the issuance by the Secretary under section
28 of the Mineral Leasing Act (30 U.S.C. 185)
of rights-of-way and easements across the
Coastal Plain for the transportation of oil
and gas.

(b) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The Secretary
shall include in any right-of-way or ease-
ment referred to in subsection (a) such terms
and conditions as may be necessary to en-
sure that transportation of oil and gas does
not result in a significant adverse effect on
the fish and wildlife, subsistence resources,
their habitat, and the environment of the
Coastal Plain, including requirements that
facilities be sited or designed so as to avoid
unnecessary duplication of roads and pipe-
lines.

(c) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall in-
clude in regulations under section 8703(g)
provisions granting rights-of-way and ease-
ments described in subsection (a) of this sec-
tion.

SEC. 8711. CONVEYANCE.

In order to maximize Federal revenues by
removing clouds on title to lands and clari-
fying land ownership patterns within the
Coastal Plain, the Secretary, notwith-
standing the provisions of section 1302(h)(2)
of the Alaska National Interest Lands Con-
servation Act (16 U.S.C. 3192(h)(2)), shall con-
vey—

(1) to the Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation
the surface estate of the lands described in
paragraph 1 of Public Land Order 6959, to the
extent necessary to fulfill the Corporation’s
entitlement under section 12 of the Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C.
1611) in accordance with the terms and condi-
tions of the Agreement between the Depart-
ment of the Interior, the United States Fish
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and Wildlife Service, the Bureau of Land
Management, and the Kaktovik Inupiat Cor-
poration effective January 22, 1993; and

(2) to the Arctic Slope Regional Corpora-
tion the remaining subsurface estate to
which it is entitled pursuant to the August 9,
1983, agreement between the Arctic Slope Re-
gional Corporation and the United States of
America.

SEC. 8712. LOCAL GOVERNMENT IMPACT AID AND
COMMUNITY SERVICE ASSISTANCE.

(a) FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AUTHORIZED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may use
amounts available from the Coastal Plain
Local Government Impact Aid Assistance
Fund established by subsection (d) to provide
timely financial assistance to entities that
are eligible under paragraph (2) and that are
directly impacted by the exploration for or
production of oil and gas on the Coastal
Plain under this subtitle.

(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—The North Slope
Borough, Kaktovik, and other boroughs, mu-
nicipal subdivisions, villages, and any other
community organized under Alaska State
law shall be eligible for financial assistance
under this section.

(b) USE OF ASSISTANCE.—Financial assist-
ance under this section may be used only
for—

(1) planning for mitigation of the potential
effects of oil and gas exploration and devel-
opment on environmental, social, cultural,
recreational and subsistence values;

(2) implementing mitigation plans and
maintaining mitigation projects;

(3) developing, carrying out, and maintain-
ing projects and programs that provide new
or expanded public facilities and services to
address needs and problems associated with
such effects, including firefighting, police,
water, waste treatment, medivac, and med-
ical services; and

(4) establishment of a coordination office,
by the North Slope Borough, in the City of
Kaktovik, which shall—

(A) coordinate with and advise developers
on local conditions, impact, and history of
the areas utilized for development; and

(B) provide to the Committee on Resources
of the Senate and the Committee on Energy
and Resources of the Senate an annual re-
port on the status of coordination between
developers and the communities affected by
development.

(¢) APPLICATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Any community that is
eligible for assistance under this section
may submit an application for such assist-
ance to the Secretary, in such form and
under such procedures as the Secretary may
prescribe by regulation.

(2) NORTH SLOPE BOROUGH COMMUNITIES.—A
community located in the North Slope Bor-
ough may apply for assistance under this
section either directly to the Secretary or
through the North Slope Borough.

(3) APPLICATION ASSISTANCE.—The Sec-
retary shall work closely with and assist the
North Slope Borough and other communities
eligible for assistance under this section in
developing and submitting applications for
assistance under this section.

(d) ESTABLISHMENT OF FUND.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established in the
Treasury the Coastal Plain Local Govern-
ment Impact Aid Assistance Fund.

(2) USE.—Amounts in the fund may be used
only for providing financial assistance under
this section.

(3) DEPOSITS.—Subject to paragraph (4),
there shall be deposited into the fund
amounts received by the United States as
revenues derived from rents, bonuses, and
royalties under on leases and lease sales au-
thorized under this subtitle.
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(4) LIMITATION ON DEPOSITS.—The total
amount in the fund may not exceed
$11,000,000.

(5) INVESTMENT OF BALANCES.—The Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall invest amounts
in the fund in interest bearing government
securities.

(&) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—To
provide financial assistance under this sec-
tion there is authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary from the Coastal Plain Local
Government Impact Aid Assistance Fund
$5,000,000 for each fiscal year.

——————

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

The hearing will take place on Thurs-
day, May 4, 2006 at 10 a.m. in room SD-
366 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing in Washington, DC.

The purpose of this hearing is to con-
sider the nomination of: Dirk Kemp-
thorne, of Idaho, to be Secretary of the
Interior, vice Gale Norton, resigned.

For further information, please con-
tact Judy Pensabene of the Committee
staff.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition and
Forestry be authorized to conduct a
full committee hearing during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, April
26, 2006 at 10 a.m., in SD-106, Dirksen
Senate Office Building. The purpose of
this hearing will be to review the state
of the biofuels industry.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON GLOBAL CLIMATE

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President. I
ask unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Global Climate be au-
thorized to meet on Wednesday, April
26, 2006, at 2:30 p.m., on Marine and
Terrestrial Systems.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TECHNOLOGY

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate Committee on Commerce Science
and Transportation’s Subcommittee on
Technology be authorized to meet on
Wednesday, April 26, 2006, at 10 a.m., on
Fostering Innovation in Math and
Science Education.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President. I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the



